Waste Stream Analysis 

Type of Waste:
Plastics

Current Practices:
What company currently disposes of this waste stream?

All Ireland Waste Disposal Ltd by emptying the compactor into which we throw all our waste.

How much does it cost (detail per ton, skip, pick up charges, rental)?

€170 per ton plus €120 per pickup (avg. 3 tons) plus proportion of rental charge – estimated annual costs are €6,210.  

What volume of this stream do we produce?

Estimated 2 tons per annum 

What departments produce this stream?

Good Deliveries, Banqueting, Accommodation, Bar/Restaurant.  Plastic, like cardboard, is used by almost all suppliers and whilst not very heavy can take up a lot of space.

What action are we going to take to manage, reduce, reuse or recycle this stream?

Separate plastics at the back door to capture most of it.

Review suppliers and ask them to deliver goods in returnable containers or to take back the plastic they deliver.

Collect plastic bottles from all areas and wash out containers used for food.

Stop using plastic containers where possible – accommodation to switch over to bulk toiletries instead of individual plastic bottles – kitchen to buy oil in bulk and hold waste oil in a tank for collection by recycling company 

What equipment will we need, what will it cost, what training is required, who needs training? 

The same baler as used for cardboard will be used to bale plastics.

All staff need training to intercept plastic and bring it to the back door for baling and this will be incorporated into the overall waste management training plan.

What targets are we setting, how will we measure our success…financial, volume reduction or environmental impact improvement? 

Capture 2 tons of plastics per annum.  This will be measured by the cost of removal which will be approximately €10 per 100kg.  

Aim to save approx €450 per annum on reduction in landfill & associated costs. 

When do we expect to achieve these targets?

Year 1 – 1.5 tons captured

Year 2 - 2 tons captured and ongoing for future years.

Who will be in charge of managing this waste stream?

Waste Management Team – Goods Delivery 

Any other comments?  

Plastics’ recycling is not well served in Ireland.  As there are 15 types of plastic this can pose a problem.  As the separation and collection of plastic improves we can look at further separating the types of plastics into recyclable ones and others.  There may be some value for the recyclable ones.

